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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE SERMON* ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEATH OF THE RECTOR OF 
ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH, REV. JAMES D. SIMONS, IN 1814, BY THE 
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE, RT. REV. DR. DEHON, 


Acts xx. 38—“ Sorrowing most of all, that they should see his face no more.”’ 


Ancient Christians assembled, at times, around the tombs of Saints 
and Martyrs, to animate faith, and celebrate excellence. It is for similar 
purposes that we are come together in this place. There rest the 
remains of a lamented saint—and here he performed his holiest ser- 
vices—and if there he a spot from which faith can console herself by 
tracking his flight towards the heavenly world, it is here where he was 
engaged on earth in the work of heaven, and where his remains have 
been committed to the place of their rest, in sure and certain hope of a 
resurrection. 

For flights of fancy—for speculations of genius—for display of 
mighty achievements—here, then, will be found neither desire nor place. 
The life of a Clergyman is retired and uniform. From the morning 
and the evening altar the smoke of incense silently rises, and his public 
services partake of the immutable character of his Lord—they are the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever. It is simply to praise and admire 
an excellent man, that we have turned aside from the paths of our pur- 
suits, and come to the precincts of histomb. We would hold awhile 
from oblivion, by yet dwelling on the contemplation of them, the qualli- 
ties of one whose worth was his virtues; whose goodness was the 
beginning, and the end of his fame. 

Nor turn, O men of the world, from such an occupation, These are 
the qualities most worthy of intelligent admiration. ‘They adorn and 
bless the earth more than all that is here called great. They are gele- 
brated in heaven, and will continue to be celebrated there, when the 
splendor which dazzles, and the fame which delights the earthly mind, 
will blush or be forgotten. 

Nor even of the good man, may you expect within these walls extra- 
vagant description and unqualified encomium. “ There is none good but 
one, that is God.” The sainted spirit of our departed friend would 
frown at the deification of a mortal in this temple, where he had often, 
in tones of the humblest devotion, confessed and bewailed himself a 
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sinner: That modesty whieh he carried with him to heaven would be 
pained, if pain be there, by the ascription to him in this holy place of 
praises which he did not deserve. Just must be our tribute, simple the 
occupation of our grief. 

What have we lost? And wherewith shall we console ourselves ¢ 
These are the recollections to which religion and nature urge the mind, 
at the tomb of the saint, when the tumult of its first sorrows has sub- 
sided, and it can calmly view the devastation it deplores. We will dwell 
upon these recollections—it will be soothing tv us—it may be profitable 
to do so, especially when we have first looked back upon the course of 
our departed friend, when we have taken a brief review of his short 
and varied life. 

Our lamented brother was a native of this city. He was born in 
Charleston, of respectable parents, whose connexions on both sides 
have been much esteemed in this community. For two or three suc- 
cessive generations his ancestors were Episcopalians, and it was his 
rare felicity to be baptized by one of his predecessors in the Church 
over which he himself afterwards presided. Soon after his birth he 
was carried to Beaufort, where it pleased the Almighty to bereave him 
of his mother, before he had learned from experience a mother’s love. 
But nature and reflection, or religion, had taught him how much the 
child must owe to the parent, who with anguish carried, and with her 
breasts nourished him, in the infantile months of man’s feeblest exist- 
ence. Ona visit, which | made with him to Beaufort, not long before 
his death, he was anxious to go with me to the spot, where she who had 
borne him was buried. And the expression of his countenance is yet 
fresh upon my memory, when the blood curdling in his cheek, and his 
eye rivetted to the sod, it seemed to say here lies my mother. 

A motheriess child he was brought back to the place of his nativity. 
He was adopted by an affectionate uncle and pious aunt, of whom he 
delighted to speak to his friends in the language of fond and grate- 
ful recollection. The dealings of heaven though dark are wise. It is 
probably to the religious instructions, and happy death of this foster 
mother, and to the patronage, advice, and example of this foster father, 
that we are indebted under God, for that piety, desire of improvement, 
and ministerial respectability, by which he was characterized. 

The commencement of his education was in this place. He was one 
of the first scholars in the ‘* Associated Academy,” instituted by a number 
of the gentlemen of this city for the education of their sons, under Mr. 
Williams and others. From this seminary he passed to several other 
schools. And in all the scenes of the first efforts of his mind, he was distin- 
guished. He was generally at the head of his class, and carried often the 
prizes of youthful competition—the tokens in the school, and rewards of 
excellence. He excelled particularly in the Latin language—and, what 
may surprise you, in the study of mathematics. Here the amiable dis- 

itions of his nature were early manifested. As a school boy he was 
beloved. And here too that social and noble spirit, which aims by 
compact with others, at greater good than itself alone can accomplish, 
was signally indicated. At this early period he was the founder of a 
Library Society for the convenience and improvement of his associates ; 
and there is in being an oration, delivered by him on the anniversary of 
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this institution, the sentiments of which would have done honor to the 
wisdom of the maturest age. 

From school this beloved and promising youth was sent to Yale Col- 
lege, in Connecticut. Inthe year 1800 he was entered a sophomore in 
that institution—and, it would seem from his letters, was honored by 
particular regard and attention—especially by the then Professor of 
Mathematics, who was afterwards President of the College in the State 
of Georgia. During his short enjoyment of collegiate life he was an 
assiduous student. ‘There is extant a theme which he then wrote for a 
fellow student in favor of studying the learned languages, and when for 
himself an exercise of this kind was first required, there may be found 
by an observer of human nature in the wavering of his thoughts upon 
the subject he should choose, striking intimations of the taste of his 
mind for polite literature, and of the humane disposition of his heart. 
He hesitated whether he would write on the charms of poetry, or on 
cruelty to animals. Short was his enjoyment of academic advantages. 
It pleased the Almighty at this time awfully to visithim. He fell under 
the action of a distressing malady which chilled all his expectations. His 
resignation and resolutions at this trying period were an earnest, even 
then, of that meek submission, with which he afterwards kissed the 
rod. *‘*I have placed my trust, said he, at that time, I have placed my 
trust in God, and wait with pious resignation his Almighty will. With 
pleasure do I anticipate the great joy I shall experience on my arrival 
home. There will I continue my studies ardently, and aim at that emi- 
nence which my talents may entitle me to. Possibly 1 may become a 
minister—probably a lawyer—perhaps a merchant. But in all, a good 
man and a gentlemen.”’ Under this cloud—a cloud, alas, which returned 
often after the rain—he retired from College, and came to the bosom of 
his uncle and anxious friends. His health was restored. He engaged 
awhile in the business of his father’s office in the Custom-house. He 
began to study law. But the toils of busiuess, and the intricacies of 
law were illy suited to a disposition like his. He panted for a situation, 
more conspicuous and useful—God had destined him for the service of 
the Church. He saw few of his countrymen engaged in the clerical 
profession. Its offices and duties presented scope for his talents, and 
gratification for his disposition. Piety seconded and hallowed what in- 
clination suggested—and, amidst many discouragements which arose 
from the state of his health, and from the apprehension of his friends 
that in the sacred office he would not be competent to its arduous occu- 
pations, he resolved, with a perseverance, in which we hope there was 
the hand of God, to devote himself to the ministry—to live for God and 
his fellow men. To this steadfast resolution in a good cause, we are 
indebted for the usefulness of his life, and the sweetest consolations of 
his death. Had he guitted his purpose timidly, or on account of the 
reluctance of others, the Church had wanted one of its fairest orna- 
ments, aud his tomb the brightest beam which gilds it. 

In the course of his preparation for holy orders, under the advice and 
direction of two of the Clergy of the city, he was called to officiate as 
a lay-reader in the Chapel which charity had just placed near her fa- 
vorite abode, that the poor might have the Gospel preached unto them, 
Here were his first public services. And the style of his reading drew 
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many to hear him, who went away with delightful presages of that emi- 
nence in his profession which he afterwards attained. Here too, as in 
College, he was singularly devout. There are some prayers of his own 
composing—I know not whether they were intended for his private use, 
or public service ; but they breathe, in a striking manner, the tenderness 
of a heart, filled with concern for all the woes and dangers of the or- 
phans, and the fervor of a soul warm with the spirit of true Christian 
devotion. In this service of the Orphan House he continued till the 
year 1806, when he went to New-York, and on the 16th November in 
that year, was admitted by the Bishop of that Diocese, Dr. Moore, to the 
order of Deacons, and on the 23d May, 1809, he was ordained a Priest. 
On his return to his native city, he was entrusted, young as he was, with 
the care of St. Philip’s Church, by the then Rector of it, the Rev. Dr. 
Jenkins, during his absence on a visit to England. On the resignation 
of this gentleman, in the year 1809, the Rev. Mr. Simons was unan- 
imously invited to the Rectorship of this respectable Church, which he 
accepted. This was an event of his life, which, considering his age, and 
the extent of trust and duties which it devolved upon him, was a testi- 
mony to his worth, in the highest degree honorable to himself and 
gratifying to his friends. He immediately entered on the duties of his 
office, which in the few—the few years that followed, he uniformly 
discharged with dignity, modesty and sincerity, and frequently, as the 
state of his animal spirits permitted, with great zeal. 

With the care of the parish, which was peculiarly committed to his 
charge, our departed friend was not exclusively occupied. He was wil- 
ling, to the best of his abilities, to fill any station in which he could be 
useful. Soon after his admission to Holy Orders, he was appointed by 
the commander of the 7th Brigade, a Chaplain thereof; for whom in 
his clerical character he consecrated a standard, with a prayer composed 
by him for the occasion—delivering, at the same time, to the delighted 
spectators, an address, in which his patriotism and piety were shewn 
combined, in all their correctness and energy. Of the Convention of 
this State he was made Secretary, and re-elected to the same office, till 
the condition of his health, rendered it indispensible that he should be 
exonerated of the labors, and cares. He was one of the first associates 
for instituting “the Charleston Bible Society,” and held a seat at the Board 
of its Managers, till he was removed by death. He assisted in found- 
ing “the Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in South-Carolina ;” an institution of whose happy influence upon 
the Church in this Diocese, he had the highest anticipations, and which 
he served zealously with his counsels, his active exertions, and I doubt 
not, with his prayers. To the respectable list of the Society for the Re- 
lief of the Widows and Orphans of the Protestant Episcopal Clergy of 
this State, he added his name, more unquestionably from an admiration 
of the charity, and a desire of the benefit of the relicts of his brethren, 
than with a selfish eye to his own concerns. He was also a member of 
the first Literary Association of his native State, the Charleston Library 
Society—and many of my hearers will recollect with a melancholy sat- 
isfaction, that he first suggested the associating of themselves together 
for the stated enjoyment at each other’s houses of the feast of reason, 
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and the flow of souls. When the Clergy of the Diocese with a gene- 
rous concern for its common prosperity, had consented to visit gratui- 
tously those parishes, which were unavoidably destitute of regular 
ministrations, he was among the foremost inthe work. ‘To the bereaved 
Church in Georgetown, the charge but lately of one who loved him, he 
had made two very useful and acceptable visits—and it is not long since 
there came to that font, seeking to be washed and refreshed by the wa- 
ter of its baptism, an afflicted widow, whom the counsels and consolations 
of him, who used to stand there, had at one of these visits turned to 
“the wisdom of the just.” He would uot live for himself alone. When 
the concerns of the Church required the attendance of two of his 
brethren of the city at the General Convention in Philadelphia, he 
cheerfully consented to undertake the laborious services which their 
absence would necessarily devolve upon him. And though it is mourn- 
ful, it is nevertheless pleasant to the soul, to think that he was probably 
in the fullness of his zeal, “to make full proof of his ministry” ‘attending 
on the sick-bed of an indigent sufferer, when he was seized himself by 
the minister of death, It pleased the Almighty that his sickness should 
be short. On the 7th day of it, he expired in the 30th ycar of his life, 
and 9th of his ministry.. It does not appear that he was conscious of 
the exchange of worlds he was about to make. Perhaps, to save a 
heart so tender as his, the anguish of seeing severed all the fond ties 
with which he was connected with life, the Almighty concealed from 
him the knowledge that he was entering “‘ the valley of the shadow of 
death.” One sentence, however, he uttered as he pressed to his lips a 
person whom he loved, which is worthy to be remembered, as charac- 
teristic of his disposition, aud a proof that the religion of Jesus Christ 
improves all the best charities of human life—‘* there is nothing so sweet 
as the breath of a friend !” 

During his indisposition, he was soothed by the presence and kind- 
ness of afriend who loved and respected him, and whose unwearied 
assiduity to cheer his spirits, and check his disease, merit for him a re- 
putation for the noblest constancy in friendship, and a sympathy worthy 
of a better world. 

There are certain relations in which every man stands to the human 
race, to his own country, to the Church of God, to the profession he 
hath chosen, and to the private circles with which nature or sociality 
hath connected him, according to his conduct in which the value of his 
life is to be estimated, and the loss whichis occasioned by his death. It 
is in viewing Mr. Simons in thesSe several relations, that his removal 
from our world is seen in all its magnitude. For he was distinguished 
for many excellencies in them all. 

As aman, he was an ornament tothe human family. One is gone 
from it, who did not dishonor it—one to whom its best interests were 
sacred, and the happiness of every member of it dear. It is here L 
would speak of his talents, for they are endowments of nature. God 
had given him an active, and discriminating mind-—a memory uncom- 
monly retentive, and a vivid imagination. At school he excelled in 
attainments in the Latin language, and in mathematics, At College he 
studied oratory, in which he seems to have had some presentiment he 
would excel—here he bestowed much attention upon the French lan- 
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guage—and with a wisdom, which cannot be too much approved, re- 
solved to make himself master of his mother_tongue—in which his 
public exercises would all be performed, and private conversation en- 
joyed. Success rewarded resolution, He understood very accurately 
the English language, and used it with much elegance and precision— 
and few men read French with more facility, or translated it with grea- 
ter readiness and accuracy. Could he have indulged his thirst for 
improvement, and cultivated his faculties, under all the advantages of 
good health, and academic assistance, he would have been a distinguish- 
ed character in the literary world, ‘This however, as if too much should 
not be the portion of one man, the providence of God seemed to forbid. 
But whether there be tongues, after the few years of this fleeting life, 
they shall cease, and of all knowledge that is merely human, the greater 
part will, probably, in the future world, vanish away. The dispositions 
of the heart we shall carry with usto the tribunal of God. These are 
of most importance. In Mr, Simons they were good. He was humane, 
honorable, ingenuous, upright, and in a high degree social. Strangers 
saw and loved him. ‘There was a manliness and gentlemanliness in his 
manners which conciliated esteem, and commanded respect. At the 
same time, there was a condescension and urbanity about him which 
prevented the humblest being who approached him, from being chilled 
in his presence. The most permanent natural feature of his character 
was his sensibility. "T'was nature in him to weep with those who wept— 
and in acts of beneficence his piety gave e’er charity began. That sen- 
timent of a celebrated Roman, “ I myself am a man, and think nothing 
foreign to me which concerns the welfare of my fellow men”—seemed 
written upon his heart by the finger of nature, before religion had 
taught him “ to love his neighbor as himself.” 

In his relation to his country, Mr. Simons was sensible of his privile- 
ges and duties. He was agood citizen. Though the occupations of 
his profession carried him wide, and happily carried him so, from the 
theatre of political discussions and transactions, the warmth of his con- 
stitution, and activity of his nature, forbade him to be indifferent to 
political events. He took a lively interest in the honor and welfare of 
his nation. I have seen him weep over his country’s wrongs, and sigh 
for her perplexities. Some of you may recollect the fine contrast 
which he drew, on a day of public thanksgiving between the desolate 
state of Moscow, and the flourishing condition of your own city—a 
contrast in which he exhibited his joy in the felicities of his country, 
and his anxiety that they should be ascribed to the good providence of 
their adorable author. In his politics he wasa.... . —but he suf- 
fered them not to influence him in the discharge of any of the duties of 
his office, and he never introduced them into his pulpit. Of more con- 
sequence than the distinctions of party, are the religious, literary and 
charitable institutions of the land. In the success and character of these 
he felt a lively interest whenever they were established. There was a 
strong partiality for the section of the country in which he was born. 
Of this he gave early evidence when at College—meeting with becom- 
ing indignation some uncandid aspersions on it, from those with whom 
he was unhappily associated. Without illiberal prejudices, or confined 
views, he was tenacious of the honor of South-Carolina. 
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As a Christian, our deceased friend stood among Christians, conspicu- 
ous in his attainments. His faith was sound, conformed im all things 
to the articles of the Church which owned and laments him. It was a 
faith which wrought by love and purified his heart. Never was piety 
seen in a more commanding character than as she dwelt in him—never 
humility in a more engaging form. He felt himself less than the least 
of all saints, yet he soared on a seraph’s wing when he worshipped 
God. His religion was unostentatious, practical and uniform. He 
was attached from principle and taste to the worship of the Episcopal 
Church—and he loved not to be carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines, deeming it, with the Apostle, “ a good thing for the heart to be 
established with grace.” In his family he instrueted his children—gath- 
ered his household morning and evening for domestic devotion, and 
walked before them with a perfect heart. In the sanctuary, and he 
loved to be there ; who that has seen him, can forget his reverent de- 

ortment, and the pious awe of the invisible Deity, with which he feared 
to offend. With exemplary attention to the decencies of worship, we 
saw him always on his knees in the time of prayer, and the tone of his 
responses now sounds on my ear, expressing a homage humble and 
solema as the homage of angels, and kindling devotion in all around 
him. In his intercourse with his fellow beings, he did ‘ justly and loved 
mercy,’ making his master his pattern, and yieldiug under the influence 
of his master’s spirit his own comfort or advantage, to the benefit of 
others. He had learned more than any man that difficult Jesson of 
Christian morals, in honor to prefer others before ourselves. But the 
brightest trait of his Christian excellence, was his meek submission to 
the will of God. It was a grace that never lefthim, It was a sunbeam 
which gilded the edge of the darkest cloud which encompassed him. 
In an hour, when hope seemed fied, and all the powers of nature were 
exhausted—with humble confidence, he would lift his eye to heaven and 
say, “the bruised reed thou wilt not break, and smoking flax thou wilt 
not quench.” Ata time when the bosom of friendship was agonized by 
his bed-side, and nothing seemed left to him but his God, this pious 
trust in the Almighty did not forsake him, but he clung steadfastly to the 
promise, “O tarry thou the Lord’s leisure, be strong, and he shall comfort 
thine heart, and put thou thy trust in the Lord.” How tried was his piety. 
How fruitful his adversity. The malady with which God saw fit again 
to visit him, and the death at the same time of a beloved, and highly 
respectable brother, were evidently sanctified to the great improvement 
of his Christian character. He seemed from this period to loosen his 
hold upon all the attractions of the world. We beheld him walking 
silent and thoughtful on the shore of eternity—but we knew not he 
should sailsosoon. He is gone. And if the example and prayers of 
such an one be precious in the Church—in this high relation, who can 
sufficiently deplore his departure. 

In the profession he had chosen, oh how shall I speak—what, in this 
view of our brother, we have lost. He was in the meridian of life. He 
was in the greatest vigor of his body and mind. He was making the 
best proof of his ministry when the messenger of death took him away. 
Never was a Clergyman more highly valued—more tenderly loved, 
He was conscious of the sacredness of his office, and he adorned it by 
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his dignity and sincerity. Blessed with a commanding person, an ex- 
pressive countenance, and a voice majestic, and melodious as a harp from 
heaven, he had great personal advantages as a public speaker. He read 
the liturgy of the Church with more effect than perhaps any Clergyman 
in the country—and there was a fervor, a solemnity, a pathos, when he 
spoke from the pulpit which now melted the soul—now fixed it in awful 
silent attention. His public performances were calculated to attract 
hearers to his Church, and to send them away awakened by the calls, 
or charmed with the consolations, or made soher by the remonstrances 
of the Gospel of his Lord. In the use of these talents he was zealous. 
Of late he appeared much impressed with the importance of his charge, 
an‘ dwelt often with great seriousness upon the doctrines of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. His heart as a Clergyman he often opened to 
me. And I bare him record that it was filled with diffidence and anxiety 
to be useful, and devotedness to the Redeemer, who had called him to 
his service. In the private discharge of parochial duties he was assi- 
duousand happy- His approaches to the bed of sickness, and in the 
house of mourning, were like the steps of an angel of comfort. How faith- 
fully he ministered to the necessities of the poor of his flock, let their 
lamentations testify, let their tears speak. In the circle of his clerical 
brethren, he was one whom all loved. How much his praise was in 
distant Churches, I saw with satisfaction, when the tidings of his death 
reached them, in the course of the summer. How dear he was to the 
Churches in his own State, let the prayer evidence which the Conven- 
tion, when he was sick, directed to be said for him in them all—and the 
thanksgiving which they unitedly offered for his recovery. 

In instructing the children, counselling the ignorant, advising the 
troubled in mind or estate, he was diligent and successful ; and however 
irksome, or unseasonably it came, he never, in health, refused a call of 
duty. He had pleasure always in serving others. And it will be re- 
membered by many, that from a desire to be useful, he furnished selec- 
tions for a series of useful papers which were published in one of the 

azettes of the city. 

When I think of the soundness of his faith—the dignity of his man- 
ners—the correctness of his life—the charms of his eloquence: when I 
consider how many have probably been saved through his ministry, and 
how many more had he lived, would have been added to his crown of 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord, there comes over my spirit a tide of 
troubled thoughts, that he is amalterably numbered with the dead. 
Church of our regard—the loss is-thine. Consider the chastisement and 
repent. To him to die was gam. 

Some one of the heathen poets has well observed, that it is in the 
circles of his personal connexions, a man’s worth is best seen and esti- 
mated. From these circles is gone a friend, warm, sincere and con- 
stant—a husband, the model of conjugal tenderness and fidelity—a 
father affectionate, a master kind, a son dutiful; one who in all the 
charities of relative life was warm himself, and wished all others warm 
with the milk of human kindness Of the sociciies to which he attached 
himself, he was a faithful member. From the city there is taken one of 
its most promising sons. From the social circle, a delight which all 
weep and bewail—not that our friend was without fault. In vain shall 
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we look on this region of infirmity for a faultless being. He had his 
frailties and imperfections. His goodness covered them among his fel- 
low men. We trust, through the merits of the Redeemer, it covers them 
in the presence of God. Fewer they were than is generally the lot of 
mortals, too few to diminish the anguish, with which he is now looked 
for in the kindred circles which he once adorned. 

Amidst this wreck of hopes and expectations, of public happiness and 
domestic joys, wherewith, spirit of religion—memory of the past— 
monitors of the bosom—wherewith shall we console ourselves. We 
will do it with the remembrance of his usefulness. Sweet is the re- 
flection that our friends have not lived in vain. We will call to mind 
our youthful brethren, raising by his example the public estimation of 
the religious and clerical character. We will thmk upon the seeds of 
future goodness now swelling in the bosoms of the lambs of his flock, 
which were implanted there when he gathered them around him, to dis- 
charge the important duty of instructing themin the Catechism. We 
will call to mind his preparation of the young for confirmation, and his 
animated address to them at that time, and the probability that many of 
them were then brought into the path which will finally conduct them to 
heaven. We will remember his discourses, and the private labors of 
his ministerial life~we will look upon the hearts once broken, which 
these have bound up—upon the captivity of sin, which these have de- 
livered—we will think of the beings on earth, who, through their 
instrumentality, have found salvation; and of the spirits in heaven, 
who, through their efficacy, are rejoicing before the throne of God. We 
will look into the institutions which he was concerned in founding, and 
at the order of the Church which he contributed to promote. These 
are memorials of our friend to which we will turn for relief, when the 
thought of his removal comes over our souls, In these effects of his 
labors, he in some sort still lives on the earth ; in some of them he will 
live eternally. 

We will console ourselves with the testimonies of affection and re- 
spect, which have honored his memory. He went not obscurely to his 
grave. He sleeps not without roses upon his bed. He shall not wanta 
monument to tell his name and worth to other generations. Never did 
death produce a more general grief. The city was moved. A whole 
congregation were in tears. Piety putonasable garment. Genius 
came to weep and to praise him. Strangers have clothed their Church 
in mourning. The poor African smites his breast as he mentions his 
name. The heart of friendship yet bleeds afresh, to hear that he is 
gone forever. To have been thus honored, and thus lamented, is not to 
have died. The fragrance of such respect revives the soul when we 
come near the graves of the worthy. They live in it to the benefit of 
survivors. It stimulates others to be good and useful, that glory may 
rest upon their graves. 

We will console ourselves with the wisdom of the being who has 
taken him away. Dear, right dear, we know, in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints. Perhaps below the horizon of our vision 
there were clouds gathering. He who sitteth on the circle of the 
heavens may have perceived them, Timely he may have sheltered his 
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servant in the house of his glory from sustaining their desolatory force. 
Mercy may be wrapped up in the dispensation of gloom. Who amongst 
you would venture to take him from the hands of God. 

We will console ourselves with the hope of his felicity. Filled with 
repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus, he was ripe for 
heaven. He is in the fruition of the hope that was full of glory. Who 
shall speak the measure of his joy. Allin that state are restored in all 
their faculties to the perfection, and glory of the first creation, and in 
all their capacities for knowledge, virtue or happiness, they are filled. 
He has found some there whom he had led to heaven. He waits for 
others, whom he had put into the path. He is with his mother, and his 
brother. He converses with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He follows 
the Lamb. He sees God. Happy spirit. To have finished thy course 
and entered into peace. Shall we wish thee back from the Ararat of thy 


safety to be again exposed to the perils and sorrows of the flood. Bliss- 
ful be the flights of thy immortality. 


‘Serve thy own Master through the eterna! hours 
In nearer presence, and with nobler powers.”’ 


And if it be permitted thee to look down upon us, if the spirits of the 
just be in any sense the guardians of the friends, or interests they have 
left on earth, pray for the peace of our Jerusalem—say to our Redeem- 
er that we too would be with him—and ask for thy friends, for thy 
people, for thy colleague, for thy widow and little ones—and for him, 
who in all thy respectful and affectionate conduct remembers thee still, 
to be one day known by thee in the presence of God, as we trust thou 
art known. 

These are consolations with which the cup of our sorrow hath been 
tempered. My brethren of the society, at whose request I perform 
this mournful duty, will be able to appreciate them. The arrow which 
hath smitten our lamented brother, came from acloud. Wesaw not 
the countenance of him who directed it. But it is a cloud which often 
encompasseth the God of heaven—merciful and wise. We will use 
the balm which soothes the wound. Yes—we will be thankful, that his 
life, though so short, was so good and useful. We will think of the 
mercy which maketh darkness its pavilion, and say thy will be done. 
Easier, alas, for us to say than for his bereaved congregation. Afflic- 
ted people! Can we come here and not think of your sorrows. You 
ask these sables yet to remain; for your spirits still are in heaviness, 
And when shall Time shake the oblivious influence of his wings, upon 
your sense of your bereavement. Each month, each week, each holy 
day renews it. You come to the temple, but the voice by which your 
spirits were attuned to devotion is no longer heard. You go to the 
altar—but the hand which administered to you the bread of life, it is not 
there. Sunday returns—the day of holy joy—but, to renew your sor- 
row, that ye shail see his face no more. And yet, O God, thou dealest 
with them after thy character, blending thy mercies with the chastise- 
ments of thy hands. Your’s, afflicted people, was the privilege, to have 
this man of God for your Rector, while he dwelt on the earth ; and now 
that he is taken away, blessed is the compassion, gracious is the provi- 
dence, that has left with you the Elisha, who in the spirit that rests 
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upon him, will call for you fervently upon the Lord God of his prede- 
cessor—and with equal faith, and equal assiduity, endeavor to correct 
for you the bitter waters of life. 

But there is another object, which, while we are by the ashes of our 
beloved friend, claims our sympathy and prayers. Who can stand here, 
musing upon this dreadful ravage of death, and not turn his thoughts to 
the mansion where his widow sitteth solitary, and the little ones whom he 
loved, and they ask for their father, with unavailing repetition, It isa 
scene at which one might almost believe even Death himself would 


relent. 





‘¢ For patience there, 
Her meck hands folded on her modest brow, 
Lifts a submissive and adoring eye 

Even to the storm, that wrecks her. 


Excellent lady! We share thy griefs! We wish peace to thy sor- 
rows! Long will the flock, and the friends of thy husband regard thee 
with tenderness—and the children thou hast borne him, who are called 
by his name! And thou O Father of the fatherless, and the widow’s 
friend, continue to spread over them the protection of thy wing. Shield 
the offspring of thy servant from the shafts of vice and misery, from 
which, had he lived, he would have been anxious to secure them. 

Blessed religion of Jesus Christ, which opens to us such prospects 
even when we are standing amidst the bones and ashes of our race. 
Learn, Christians, from this occasion to prize more highly than ever the 
revelations of the Gospel—of whose benignant influences upon this vale 
of tears it is not the least, that it enables us to believe concerning the 
great and good—that “ the day of their death is better than the day of 


their birth,” , 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON RESIGNATION. 


Of dust the human body was formed, and unto dust it shall be re- 
duced. Naked it came forth from its mother earth, and naked it shall 
return thither. The honors and the riches, with which it was adorned, 
are removed by the power of death; just as the lightning blast destroys 
the towering branches, and the beautiful foliage, and leaves nothing but 
a lifeless trunk. Death resembles birth, in that it introduces man into 
light, and into a new sphere of action ; and in that, it places all men on 
their original quality of helplessness and destitution, But in this respect 
death differs from birth. Man is born to suffer and to die. But to the 
Christian, death is the birth-day of everlasting beatitude. To him, the 
day of his death is indeed better than the day of his birth. Having 
laid aside the body of corruption, he is now clothed with glory, and 
honor, and immortality. 

There is a resignation founded on the intrinsic worthlessness of our 
present enjoyments, but this of course cannot apply to those enjoyments 
which reason and religion approbate, as, for example, the delight of a 
virtuous friendship. There is a resignation founded on the drevity of 
life, but it cannot apply to that sorrow, which is occasioned by this very 
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circumstance. There is a resignation derived from the superior value - 


of future happiness, but this cannot prevent regret for the loss of infe- 
rior blessings, though it may mitigate it. ‘The unavoidableness of evil 
in this life has been considered by some a proper foundation for resig- 
nation, but it has been well observed by others, that this very circum- 
stance gives a sting to misfortune, since it destroys all hope of remedy. 

Now the resignation of the gospel is founded on a principle which 
will apply to every calamity. Preference for the divine will can 
produce not merely acquiescence, but joy in tribulation. It enables 
man to be thankful to God for taking away, as well as for giving. This 
was the resignation of E/z, in the prospect of such evils as it was said 
would cause the ears to tingle ; ** It is the Lord, let him do what seem- 
eth him good”—of David, the man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief, ‘I was dumb, I opened not my mouth because thou didst it” —of 
St, Paul, what mean ye to weep, and to break my heart, for I am 
ready not to be bound only, but also to die for the name of the Lord 
Jesus ;” and finally, of our blessed Lord himself, in the extremity of his 
agony, ‘Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, never- 
theless not my will, but thine be done.” It is this same principle which 
enabled Job to exclaim with holy exultation, “the Lord hath taken 
away, and blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

I would at this time invite you to contemplate such a resignation, in 
its influence, through all the changes of this mortal life, even to the 
great and final change. 

It may be that the Christian has every gratification which opulence 
can administer. He has men servants, and maid servants. He rests on 
a bed of down. He has garners full, and affording all manner of store. 
Of these bounties of providence he partakes with suitable moderation. 
He would blush to consider them essential to his happiness. He can 
calmly enter the vale of poverty. He believes that any change in his 
situation whenever required by providence is wisely, and mercifully or- 
dered. He remembers his prosperity with gratitude, and sustains ad- 
versity, under the influence of the same principle. “In every thing he 
gives thanks,” yea he blessed the God who gave, and who has taken 
away. 

Once, it may be, his condition was like that of Job. The honors of 
this world were shed thick upon him. His person was held in admira- 
tion. His society considered a privilege, and his counsels diligently 
sought, and greatly valued by all classes of the community. The young 
saw him, and hid themselves. The aged arose, and stood up. The 
nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of their 
mouth. The princes refrained talking, and laid their hands on their 
mouth. Then it was the publicsentiment. “This is the man whom the 
Lord delighteth to honor.” 

But the good man values favor, and distinction among men only, so 
far as they are means, of usefulness. When they are transferred, he 
humbly supposes that God sees their present possessors to be more ca- 
pable than himself. He is thankful that he has for even a short time 
been employed, as an instrument of the divine purposes. And if he 
should outlive his fame—if he should see all his honors wither, and die, 
if he should be neglected, and even despised by a fickle world, he is 
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patient and forgiving. When the bubble of honor has burst, he is not 
disappointed, for he expected to find it, what his experience has proved 
mere emptiness—vanity of vanities, yea lighter than vanity itself. 

But in the journey of life, there awaits hima sorer trial. Day after 
day, he is required to surrender another and another friend. The pa- 
rents who cherished his infancy, guided his youth, counselled his man- 
hood, whose exceeding love he can never forget; the friends of that 
season of life when hope was bright; the most intimate partaker of his 
cares, and joys, and it may be the children, in whom he hoped to renew 
his being on earth, are numbered among the dead. He could not if he 
would banish them from his memory, and he has real delight in reflecting 
on the happy intercourse which he once had with them. The memory 
of these joys that are past is rendered more pleasant to him, because 
associated with a gratitude to their divine author, which is itself a 
source of the purest and most exquisite delight. He never thinks of 
these departed friends without blessing his God who gave them. And 
for their departure, he can also be thankful, having the hope that his loss 
is their gain, and that they shall one day be together, and forever with 
the Lord. 

There is this important difference between the worldly man and the 
Christian, in the recollection of departed friends. The regret of the 
former is unmingled, and often so great that he seeks refuge in oblivion. 
The regret of the latter, at least, as it respects Christian friends, is 
mingled with hopes full of glory. But there are other evils which await 
the Christian, should his life be protracted. The days come, and the 
years draw nigh, when he shall say I have no pleasure in those objects 
which once I eagerly desired. ‘Time has checked the circulation of the 
vital fund, and with leaden hand has bowed him to the earth. Age adds 
one infirmity after another. His sightisdim. His hearing is dul]. His 
taste is blunt. His frame totters. He is chilled by every blast, and 
exhausted by the feeblest effort. His beauty is gone, wrinkles cover 
the countenance, and paleness hath succeeded to bloom. ‘The eye has 
lost its lustre. The cheeks are sunk. The manly voice hath turned 
again towards childish treble. Death now seems near for the old know 
that they must die. Perhaps he sees around him several who rather 
wish his death, considering him as an incumbrance, or at least as re- 
taining too long the station, or the property which they expect to hold. 
Perhaps, he feels himself that he has been here, too long, for his proper 
companions are in the grave, and that his present associates belong to a 
new society, in which he is regarded as a stranger, if not an intruder. 
How true to nature is the language of Barzillai: “1 am this day four- 
“‘ score years old, and can I discern between good and evil? Can thy 
“servant taste what I eat or what I drink? Can I hear any more the 
“ voice of singing men and singing women? Wherefore then should 
“ thy servant be yet a burden to my Lord the king.” 

Under such, and so many painful circumstances, nothing could com- 
fort his heart, and preserve his equanimity, but the religion of the 
Gospel. Under this holy influence, he marks without a murmur the 
daily decay of his faculties; he says in the words of a pious minister, 
“ he who gave has a right to take them away, and justly might he have 
“done so forty years ago.” He looks back at the joys of his youth 
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without a sigh, since every step from those scenes has advanced him: 
nearer to that region, where he expects to live in immortal youth. He 
remembers his happy days, with lively gratitude to God, who gave 
them, and their having passed away cannot be distressing to him, since 
it is a part of the economy of the same wise and merciful God. “ When 
‘see the aged Christian (says Buchanan,) losing one faculty, and 
‘‘ then another, I only see him passing through ‘ various changes of un- 
“ tried being,’ till at last he throws off this mortal coil itself. Deafness, 
‘or blindness, or mental weakness, are but precursors of immortality ; 
‘“ ¢hey announce that heaven is at hand.” He does not shrink from the 
grave, but is contented to give up the spirit to its Maker, when he shall 
call for it; indeed contemplating death, as the end of labor, and suffer- 
ing, and sinfulness; and eternity as the abode of his father, and 
Redeemer, he can say with Job, “I would not live always,’ and wel- 
come its approach with the triumphant hymn of the Apostle, “ Oh death 
‘“‘ where is thy sting! Oh grave where is thy victory. Thanks be to 
‘‘ God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’’* 
And now the hour which comes to all, comes to him. Death post- 
poned, must come at last. Now he is to bid farewell to the earth fore- 
ver. He is to enter the dark valley of the shadow of death. His last 
enemy he encounters with unshaken dependance on his blessed Re- 
deemer. His last suffering he endures with the same resignation which 
has adorned his whole conduct. But I must invite you to one scene 
more. His children, his dependants and his friends, are gathered 
around his bed. They watch his every motion. They listen to his 
every whisper. They feel all his sighs. Tey notice every pulsation 
of his heart. That heart ceases to beat. The flesh is cold as its mother 
earth. It is finished. He is dead. How great their sorrow, but it is 
accompanied with no frantic gestures—no wild screams. They sor- 
row not as others who have no hope. They render the last tribute to 
the body in which the spirit so beloved once resided. They bow to the 
decree of the Almighty. They bless God for the benefits derived to 
them and mankind from this friend—for the comfort of his sympathy— 
the wisdom of his counsels, and the efficacy of his example. They 
bless God that though dead, he yet speaketh to them on the danger of 
delay, and the importance of those things which are not seen, but eter- 
nal. For the circumstances of his life, and of his death, they are 


thankful. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 

THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF 
THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL FEMALE BIBLE, PRAYER BOOK AND 
TRACT SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON, MADE AT THE ANNIVER- 

SARY ON WHIT-TUESDAY, MAY 28ru, 1844. 

The injunction of the Redeemer, “thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” cannot be treated with indifference by his followers without 
incurring his displeasure. 

Guided by this command, every true disciple is naturally led to ask 
how he may extend this love, and from a deep sense of his own wants, 





* Fortunatus ille senex, qui czlicola vivit. 
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he is furnished with a ready and suitable answer. He is thus taught to 
be solicitous in providing according to his ability, food and raiment for 
the needy, and such other things as iend to promote their comfort. 

Having a lively sense of temporal necessities, he cannot be unmindful 
of such as are spiritual. Desirous of complying with the Lord’s in- 
junction to practice brotherly love, some members from the Episcopal 
congregations of the city, formed a Society on this day seventeen years 
ago for the distribution of Bibles, Prayer-books and Tracts. Under the 
enjoyment of God’s blessing, they have steadily gone on, cheerfully 
participating in this labor of love, supplying the spiritual wants of many 
destitute brethren. By their timely exertions, the Bible—the lamp and 
light to the path of sinful man—has found its way into many a family 
circle. Many have, through its instrumentality, been taught that this 
world is not their home; that its pleasures are fleeting and uncertain, 
illy calculated to promote true and permanent comfort; that true joys 
are alone to be found in the mansions beyond the grave ; that the state 
of the best of men is wretched, except an interest be obtained through 
faith, and repentance in the Redeemer Jesus Christ, whose blood alone 
is sufficient to atone for all sins; that’ through a careful observance of 
the means of grace, assistance would be obtained enabling them “to 
renounce the Devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh, and keep God’s holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the same all the days of their life.” 

Esteeming the Prayer-book second to none, except the Bible, the 
Society has given it an extensive circulation, and they have the satisfaction 
to believe, that it hagled many to a regular and careful examination of 
the Scriptures. Through its judicious arrangement, the reader is ever 
reminded of the Redeemer, it directs him in his examination of God’s 
word, to keep in view his gracious Advent to a guilty and fallen world ; 
to accompany him through his eventful life, and dwell with grateful 
emotion upon his glorious resurrection and ascension. 

Encouragement has been given to a frequent distribution of the 
Prayer-book, from the evident good done to the Church. It has proved 
through God’s blessing a great bulwark of true and undefiled reli- 
gion. This excellent Liturgy is a strong protection against heres 
and schism, both for ministers and people. It is not probable that the 
minister will advance sentiments contrary to God’s word in his sermon, 
after he has been engaged in the performance of our Orthodox service. 
Nor could he long hold unsound doctrine and continue silent, he would 
be rebuked by the Gospel views expressed in every part of the service. 
It has been observed, that history establishes the fact, “ that there has 
never been known a congregation which continued to use the Prayer- 
book in its integrity, and erred essentially in doctrine.” 

The Protestant Episcopalian is strengthened in his attachment to the 
Liturgy, when he finds that many abroad, and in our own country, who 
once condemned it asa remnant of Popery, becoming sensible of the 
evils attending the want of a precomposed form of worship, are openly 
advocating the adoption of a Liturgy. A minister of the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland, treating of the disadvantages attending an extem- 
poraneous service, thus writes: “ There 1s imposed on the officiating 
Presbyter too onerous a requirement, and the consequence is, that where 
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a licentiate does the duty of a minister, neither spiritually minded nor 
gifted with utterance, or indeed any minister at times, devotional feel- 
ings are rather repressed than drawn out in those that follow him. I 
admit that, in other cases, as when spiritually minded and gifted men 
lead the devotional exercises, every hallowed aspiration, and confession, 
and want, find an outlet and an expression. But such men are the few 
and far between ; there is a mediocrity among the Clergy as among the 
Laity.” 

‘I would (says the same writer,) also urgently recommend to my 
brethren in the ministry a more frequent use of the Litanical form of 
prayer; it is the simplest, most expressive and ancient order of suppli- 
cation we have, and affords a most easy scope for the people inwardly 
breathing, “ Good Lord deliver us.” I shall never forget how thrilling I 
felt one clause in the English Liturgy, on my entering, for the first time, 
a Parish Episcopal Church. It is, perhaps, the finest sentence, and the 
sweetest prayer in the language. “ In all time of our wealth, in all time 
of our tribulation, in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, 
Good Lord deliver us.” 

As we are treating on the advantages of a Liturgy, a notice of the 
following incidents may not prove unacceptable. One of our Clergy 
lately united a deaf and dumb couple, fully satisfied that both understood 
the sacredness of the obligation they entered upon, Being able to read, 
they were duly prepared, and joined understandingly, though silently, 
in the service. 

Some years ago, a family in this Diocese who had been accustomed 
to attend the services of our Church, through the desire of one of the 
parents lett the Church, and worshipped in the congregation of another 
denomination. Speaking to the children about their behaviour, one of 
the parents said-—‘ I feel mortified to find, that the older you grow, the 
worse you behave in Church.” One of them replied “ father I cannot 
help it, as 1 miss my Prayer-book—lI did not look about when [ at- 
tended the “piscopal Church”—the father was so struck with the 
force of this remark, that he returned with his family to his former place 
of worship, better satisfied with a precomposed service. 

Feeling deeply the evil tendency of the many infidel and immoral 
publications that cover the land in cheap forms, the members of this 
Society considered themselves called upon to meet the difficulty, by 
issuing suitable works in a shape equally accessible to common readers : 
they have accordingly distributed tracts of approved writers in proof of 
the undoubted existence of a God, the divine inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, the evidences of Christianity, the divinity of Christ, the necessity 
of an atonement, the everlasting punishment of the impenitent, Xc. 
Tracts have also been distributed showing the Scripture argument in 
favor of infant baptism, the three orders of the Christian ministry, the 
divine institution of the Sabbath, the necessity and importance of the 
reformation, and such others as set forth in a striking light the various 
duties of life. 

The Librarian reports as issued from the Depository within the past 
year, viz :—T acts, 3,345; Prayer-books, i181; Bibles, 11; Testaments, 
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Forwarded of the above to Alabama, Florida and Georgia ; and within 
our own State, to Chester, Cheraw, St. John’s, Wilton and Moultrie- 
ville, Sullivan’s Island. There were but eight meetings of the Managers 
during the past year. Three members withdrew from the Society, and 
six have died: the Tracts have been unusually expensive. Some valua- 
ble standard works are among them, which the Managers are requested 
tu sell when practicable. The Treasurer has on hand $51 31. 

A statement is now given of the receipts and expenditures during the 


past year :— 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 














Dr. To amount paid A. E, Miller for printing Annual Report, - - $18 00 
a ‘“« for Prayer-books and Tracts from Philadelphia, : - 98 21 

+ “ for Books from Episcopal Society, - - . 8 00 

‘6 “ for Prayer-books and Tracts from New-York, - - 110 66 

pe ‘“* for 48 smal! Testaments, - - - . 6 00 

“ ‘« for freight, drayage, postage and drafts, - - - 7 00 

To balanee in hand, - - - - - - - 51 31 
eee" 

$299 18 

Cr. By balance from last year, - - : - - - $38 62 
Amount received from annual subscribers, - - - - 186 00 

From new subscribers, . - - - - - 16 00 

Sale of Books, - - . - - - 57 56 

A Donation, - - - - - 1 00 


$299 18 


From a review of the past, our Society has cause to be thankful to 
God, and it would be further encouraged to find our little band of 287 
life and annual members increased. We cannot but hope that this will 
be the result, when our object is fully brought before our Church mem- 
bers in other parts of the country, and the white communicants of our 
Diocese whom we find to exceed two thousand, not including the parishes 
composed of communicants from the city. We shall thus be better able 
to meet the pressing wants of our needy brethren, many of whom are 
aged, and consequently require books of larger type which are costly. 
We trust the friends of our Society will join with us in calling upon 
God to help us—* Blessed be the Lord who daily loadeth us with bene- 
fits, even the God of our salvation,” 


ann MIMI GG 1 000 —— 
NOTICHS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“ Remarks on the Importance of Free Churches by a Clergyman of the 
Protestant Episcopal Society»—‘ And whosoever will let bim take of 
the waters of life freely.” ‘What is meaner than those who beg ? 
And yet even these fulfil a most important office in the Church, clinging 
to the doors of the sanctuary, and supplying one of its greatest orna- 
ments : and without these there could be no perfecting the fullness of the 
Church.’—St. Curysostom. New-York, 1843.”—There are two free 
Churches in Charleston, bat they are sustained by a Society. It would 
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not be a prudent step to leave their support to the contributions of the 
worshippers at them. There is however a peculiarity in these Churches 
They were built, under the patronage of the Society above referred to, 
with the understanding that their officers would be sustained by the 
same institution, and that they were to afford accommodation for the 
poor—tfor those persons who were unable to support pastors for them- 
selves. A Church built for all who chose to attend it, indiscriminately, 
rich and poor, and expected to have its officers supported, in part at 
least, if not wholly, by the voluntary contributions of the worshippers 
made at the door, or otherwise, would be a different undertaking. Such 
a Church we have at Aiken. It is open to all. There are no pews, but 
benches, to a seat on which no one has a preference. It is as yet with- 
out a pastor. The population is sparse—the number of Episcopalians 
in the neighborhood few, and there is no reason to believe that the con- 
tributions of the worshippers would meet any considerable proportion 
of its necessary expenses. In a large city, the case might be otherwise. 
But that free Churches could be sustained as our Missions are, by asso- 
ciations, is nota question, neither is it, that they would be eminently 
useful. ‘Their success has fully equalled expectation, and that they 
should be multiplied is very desirable. 

Whether all the seats in all Churches should be free—whether ‘“ the 
pew system” is so faulty that it ought to be put down, is another ques- 
tion, and we should discuss it, taking the negative, if we deemed the 
existing, long tried plan in danger. 

But that there should be many free Churches, our author has satisfac- 
torily proved. We quote—‘ Pagan nations might support missionaries, 
and ought to do it, we do it for them, in hope that by and by they will 
appreciate the blessing, and contribute more liberally. Shall we not do 
as much for our own people ¢ If they are not willing to give according 
to their ability, they are worse than heathen, and there is more reason 
why we should offer the Gospel freely to them. But the fact is, that with 
thousands upon thousands, the plea of poverty is no pretence.” * * 
‘* There are many baptized in our faith, and preferring it, whose attach- 
ment is not so much a matter of principle and conscience, but that easier 
accommodations will induce them to forsake it for some other ; and it is 
believed that multitudes of this description may be found connecting 
themselves with the Methodist persuasion. A better provision for the 
poor would have retained them, and in the end made them better 
Churchmen.” * * ‘ Travellers in England, speak of the great in- 
crease in the attendance upon public worship in the Established Church, 
compared with former visits, and ascribe it to the increase of Church 
accommodation and free sittings. ‘The same measures would give us 
popular favor, and of a kind most desirable.” * * “No worship is 
better adapted to the poor than our own, with its simple forms, intelligi- 
ble to the meanest capacity, and its copious Scripture lessons, so suited 
to the wants of those who have little leisure during the week to read for 
themselves, or perhaps are unable to read. Why then shut out those for 
whom our service is best adapted, and send them to listen to metaphysi- 
cal speculations, or a worship in which every thing takes precedence of 
God’s own word?” * * There have been periods when it was 
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thought a good work for the rich to found hospitals, and erect Churches 
at their own individual cost. But now in our excessive dread of the 
popish idea of meriting heaven by good works, such a mode of pro- 
viding for the preaching of the Gospel, or for the poor and afflicted, is 
not thought of, nor sugested. It would be deemed most unparalleled 
effrontery for a minister, now-a-days, to propose to a wealthy communi- 
cant the building of a Church at his own expense. There are multitudes 
able to do it, and who ought todo it, but the duty has never been pre- 
sented to their minds. They have been asked for only five, ten, or 
fifty dollars, and been contented to measure the claims upon them, by 
the apparent estimate of the ministerial applicant for their charity. 
Once in a while a benevolent individual sees the duty which his preach- 
ers fear to suggest, and does it, as in one or two instances reported by 
the Bishop of this Diocese, and in a recent one in that of Massachu- 
setts. Let us rise above this miserable system of appealing to self-in- 
terest or pride, and ask men to build Churches for the good they will do.” 
* * « Many in these modern times are, indeed very much disgusted 
with the jingling of money amid their devotions, but it would be well if 
our alms and devotions were oftener united, for they would then be 
most likely to come up as amemorial before God. ‘ None shall appear 
before me empty.’ And if the Jewish priests lived upon the voluntary 
tithes of the people, for it does not appear that there was any way of 
enforcing their payment,—if our Lord and His Apostles, and the Bish- 
ops of the primitive Church, were content to subsist on such charities, 
surely our pride need not revolt at a similar mode of ministerial sub- 
sistence.”’ * * ‘Our General Convention has, at its last meeting, 
adopted a resolution, recommending the Churches to provide a greater 
number of free sittings, This shows awakened feeling upon the sub- 
ject. Let our Diocesan Convention take a bolder step.” 

The Church’s Law, and the Church’s Liberty ; a Sermon preached on 
the 19th Sunday after Trinity, October 22d, 1843, in Calvary Church, 
New-York. By Smith Pyne, A. M., Rector of Calvary Church—We 
have italicized the words “Jaw and liberty” to show the points, and 
(important, very seasonable to be considered “ in these times” are they,) 
of this excellent discourse. There is not a word too much, and our 
only regret is that the subjects had not been more enlarged upon. The 
supreme law of the Church is ‘the word of God.” ‘ Whatsoever is 
not read therein, (says Art. vi.) nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man that it should be believed as an article of faith,” 
But the Church is a “ witness of Holy Writ”—tells us what is Canonical 
Scripture—she is also “a keeper’ of Holy Writ, received it from her 
founder, protected it, transmitted it to us, and still guards itfrom mutila- 
tion and fury, false interpretation, by teaching us in her Creeds and 
Liturgy, and “ancient authors,” what were the doctrines and usages in 
primitive times, when there were the best opportunities of understanding 
Holy Scripture, and least disposition to corrupt it. 

Now there is zo liberty to reject any truth of Scripture—to disobey 
the divine law of faith and practice. But there is liberty as to opinions 
respecting which the word of God is silent, and as to actions, which it 
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does not forbid. This is the liberty, secured to us by Christ, in which 
we are commanded to “ stand fast.”—(Galatians v. 1.) 

But hear our Sermon as to these important matters : “ My brethren, 
do you know why it is that you havea Bible? It is because the Church 
has kept it for you, and has for eighteen hundred years borne witness 
that it is the very word of truth originally committed to her keeping. 
In the days of blindest ignorance, profoundest darkness, whatever other 
errors may for a time have obscured the manifestations of evangelical 
truth, to this the Church was faithful, she kept the word.” * * “The 
reformed Church of England, faithful to her character of ‘ keeper and 
witness of Holy Writ,” has placed within the hands of her children a 
version of the sacred word in our own tongue, a version stamped with 
the authority of the Church. And so far as any Bible you read pos- 
sesses any authority at all, it is the authority of that Church; I say, so 
far as it possesses any authority, for many there are who look no farther 
than the authority of a printer, or at best that of a self-constituted and 
irresponsible body, composed of men of every shade of religious 
opinion, who issuing the Bible, as they boast, without note or comment, 
have stripped, it of the marginal readings, which are of equal authori- 
ty and significance with the original text, have divested it of the margi- 
nal references which aid the reader in giving him the interpretation of 
the very Church which bestowed the version,—and have therefore sent 
forth as the word of God, a book, which the only body that had autho- 
rity to declare it the word of God, disavows. But this is not the worst ; 
I would it were! I admit, that so far as the naked text is concerned, I 
believe the copies issued by the American Bible Society, to be correct 
copies of the authorized version: but Bibles circulate among us, in 
which there have been perversions of the sense; Bibles in which there 
are passages that have no sense at all. ‘This is no place or time to ad- 
duce examples, which could by their absurdity only excite feelings in 
ill accordance with the hour and house of Christian worship. One 
thing is clear; the Church is so absolutely, so confessedly the keeper of 
Holy Writ, that there is not a human creature who ever reads the word 
of God for instruction, who would not cast from him a Bible which he 
did not believe to be a transcript of that version, which is only valuable 
above others, because put forth with the authority of the Church.” * * 
‘The word was entrusted to it not merely as a keeper, but as a witness. 
The word is the message of God to man, in which is announced the 
way of salvation: this word involves not only things to be believed, but 
things to be done; the Church witnesses what is to be believed, and 
what is to be done, She witnesses in her creed, which has come down 
from apostolic times,—in her articles,—in her prayers,—and in her sa- 
craments : but witnesses to what, my brethren? not what she declares 
to be the faith, upon her own authority, but what is the faith “ once de- 
livered to the saints,” what is the faith that is actually embodied in 
God’s holy word. That Divine word she has placed in the hands of 
her children ; so that they may see with their own eyes, that what the 
Church requires to be believed as necessary to salvation, is indeed there- 
in contained ; the Church therefore, can never declare that to be in God’s 
word which is not there. Nor can her ministers, who are the organs 
through whom she conveys her lessons, and exercises her holy offices 
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among men, declare that to be the teaching of the Church, which is but 
their own device or their own opinion; for the Church has not only 

laced the word itself in her children’s hands, but placed the witness 
itself there : her creed, her prayers, her articles are open to the search 
of all.:men; andI have yet to learn that any minister of the Church has 
ever dared to set forth as a point of faith, or as a duty of enjoined obli- 
gation, any doctrine or any practice which your Prayer-books disavow.” 
* * «Ttwill be astrange state of things, my brethren, if the right of 
private judgment and freedom of action should come to be contested, 
not against the Church, but within it, and by it ;—should such a contin- 
gency arise, I trust we shail all prove ourselves sound Protestants, pro- 
testing against the only Papacy which any man, who knows how to read, 
has now to fear. The Popery of masses, and genuflexions, and crossings, 
and relics, and incense, and purgatory, and penances,—ah ! it is not this 
you have to fear, I should insult your understandings, as men are daily 
insulting them, by saying that itis. The thunders of the Vatican have 
ceased for ever, and the bolts of excommunication are now forged by 
other hands; the Papacy you have to fear is nearer to you than Rome. 
God help us! we live in a strange world, and the oracles of truth and 
wisdom are issued from singular shrines.” * * ‘It is the very es- 
sence of Protestantism to vindicate liberty for ourselves, to extend it to 
others. The ministers of the Church speak to you with authority, 
when they speak to you in her words; when they give you their own 
opinions, you are to take them for what they are intrinsically worth. 
There are sects in Christendom, where the minister is the oracle, when 
just as much or as little Scripture is read as the minister chooses, when 
he prays as he pleases, and preaches as he or his people please ; it is not 
so with us—the covenant of salvation is the sole deposit in our ark,” 
* * «T have heard stories of men arrogating to themselves a right of 
dictation and interference in matters beyond their official province, 
imposing conditions and restrictions, and inquisitive as to the veriest de- 
tails of personal conduct and social life—stories, greatly exaggerated 
probably in all cases, but told generally of men not within our commu- 
nion, of men who minister to congregations where every pastor is 
regarded as a Bishop over his own flock, and therefore it is not wonder- 
ful if, puffed up with brief authority, they ‘lord it over God’s heritage.’ 
But so far as such a stigma has been cast upon any man within our own 
border, I never knew it to affix to one who was vigorous in his vindica- 
tion of the Church’s authority, or of that of the ministry in their purely 
official relations ; but invariably, to men whose Church principles hang 
loosely about them, whose own congregation is to them the Church, and 
who divert the minds of the flock from the sanctity of the Divine Agent 
to the feeble instrument of His hand.” 


_—_———<>———— 


Immoveable Feasts——Those Holydays which do not depend on Eas- 
ter, but are permanently fixed to set days of the year. Christmas, and 
all the Saints’ days, with some others, are of this character. 











118 On the Public Reading of ihe Scriptures, &c. [July, 


SELECTIONS. 


ON THE PUBLIC READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
Messrs. Editors,—I invite special attention to the following sound 
views—more gratifying as the testimony of a Non-Episcopalian. It is 


from the (Baptist) Christian Index. 


“The reading of the Scriptures by Ministers from the pulpit is too 
little attended to, at the present day. It is very often the case that the 
congregation hears no portion read except a single verse for the founda- 
tion of a discourse, and the discourse itself is often given to show the 
eloquence of the speaker, or to prove some doctrinal point which, when 
established is of little importance to practical piety, or is treated of in 
such a manner as to evade the understanding of many to whom it is ad- 
dressed. 1am not aminister, but a hearer, and therefore can have an 
opportunity of forming conclusions at leisure on the nature and value 
of sermons, as they are pronounced. * * Ministers ought to read 
more of the Scriptures in connexion with their discourses, or apart from 
them. In support of my position, 1 will offer the following reasons : 

‘1st. The Scriptures themselves are more valuable than any sermon 
that can be delivered from them. ‘They are generally written in lan- 
guage that all can understand, and when read from the pulpit, they are 
sure to engage the attentinn of the hearers, and to impress the truths 
which they convey upon their minds. 

“2. A good reader, with proper tones and inflexions of the voice, 
can often give an audience clearer views of the meaning of a passage 
of Scripture by asingle reading, than some Ministers by an hour’s 

reaching. This is especially the case where the reading is accompa- 
nied with a few words of explication or comment. 

“3. There is scarcely a chapter in the Bible, which, when properly 
read by another, does not fix in the mind of an attentive hearer one or 
more ideas that he wishes to examine alone and at leisure ; and thus pub- 
lic reading by the Minister begets in the minds of a part, at least, of 
his audience a desire to peruse and search into the meaning of the 
passage privately. 

‘4, This was the practice formerly followed by the most eminent 
ministers, and by Christ himself. (Luke iv. 16.) 


“ T will conclude this short essay by giving it as my own opinion, that 
more good would be done, if we could have fewer sermons on obscure 


points of Revelation, and more reading of the Scriptures and comments 
upon them as a whole, or in their connexions,”’ 


—>— 





JUSTIFICATION, 


‘Our first justification—it is apparent, is by faith only, strictly speak- 
ing. For the sincere profession of faith by adults in their own persons, 
and the implied profession of faith in infants, who are incapable of an 
actual profession, puts them into a justified state. But on baptized 
persons, who are thus justified, the command is enjoined—‘ they who 
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believe in God must be careful to maintain good works.’ Baptized 
persons, in order to preserve their first or baptismal justification, must 
be ‘transformed by the renewing of their minds,’ sanctified by the 
spirit of God, and be diligent in their endeavors to fulfil their baptismal 
engagements; to die unto sin, and to rise unto righteousness; to walk 
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless; to live 
righteously, soberly, and godly, in the world. But when they fall into 
sin, (and ‘ there is no man that liveth and sinneth not,’) in order to their 
justification, they must repent them truly of their sins, and through the 

race of God, confess and renounce them. To that justification, there- 
fre, which is subsequent to their baptismal justification, repentance, 
or the confession and renunciation of their sins, accompanied by renewed 
faith in Christ, is an indispensable condition. Yet even in this justifi- 
cation, inasmuch as repentance, which is the condition of it, is rendered 
available only by the merits of Christ received by faith, it may still be 
said in this sense, that they are ‘ justified by faith only.’ At the final 
day of retribution, the standard by which Christians will be tried, and 
will be justified or condemned, will be, ‘ the things done in the body.’ 
To their final justification, therefore, works wrought through faith, and 
by the aids of divine grace, will be deemed indispensable. At that 
day, ‘by their works, they shall be justified, and by their words they 
shall be condemned.’ But the good works which even the most perfect 
Christian has performed, are rendered acceptable and available to his 
final justification, only through the merits of Christ received by faith, 
It may, therefore, be said in this sense, that, even at the final day of 
retribution, Christians are justified by faith only.’ You see then, that 
justification by faith only, in its correct sense, means that the merits of 
Christ received by faith, are the only meritorious cause of our justifica- 
tion ; while repentance and good works, wrought through faith, and by 
the influences of the Divine Spirit, are conditions equally indispensa- 
ble.” — Bishop Hobart. 


TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 


“It is impossible indeed that the truths of God’s word can contra- 
dict the clear, strong, and unbiassed dictates of reason. And therefore, 
prior to all examination of their Scriptural claims, we pronounce that 
certain tenets cannot be revealed inthe word of God. Thus, for ex- 
ample, the doctrine of transubstantiation, that the bread and wine of 
the Holy Eucharist are not only spiritually, ‘ verily and indeed’ in force 
and effect, but actually the real body and blood of Jesus Christ, and not 
merely his body and blood, but his sou! and divinity—this doctrine so 
directly and palpably contradicts our reason, that we are justified in 
immediately rejecting it.”—Jdid. 


ELECTION. 


The doctrines, that the benevolent and just parent of the Universe 
will condemn us to everlasting misery, not merely for our own sins 
committed against knowledge and against grace, but for the sins of 
Adam, in which we had no participation—that he who is righteous in 
all his ways, and is nq respector of persons, should select certain per- 
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sons as the subjects of his everlasting favor, and doom others to reme- 
diless perdition, without any regard to their qualifications or their 
conduct, are tenets which are abhorrent to our reason and our feelings, 
and which ought instantly to be rejected.” —Jbid. 


THE HOLY GHOST THE COMFORTER. 


‘* Afflicted and tempted Christian ! thou hast a friend who is afflicted 
with thee ; who, having been tempted like as thou art, sympathizes 
with thee in all thy trials. Thou hast a comforter, whose peculiar office 
it is to convey consolation and ;strength to thy sorrowing and fainting 
spirit, And thy friend and thy comforter are not the most powerful and 
tender of thy fellow-mortals—they are God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost. Let not the grandeur of the truth excite thy distrust of its 
reality. ‘The nature of the Godhead, whom thou art called to adore, 
is veiled in a glory inaccessible by created vision. Thou hast no cause, 
therefore, to distrust whatever is revealed concerning it. And thy faith, 
thy hope, and thy gratitude should be roused to the highest exercise by 
the truths revealed, that in the Holy Ghost, thy comforter, the consola- 
tions of the Godhead are laid open to thee ; and inthe person of Jesus 
Christ, who was clothed with the same nature under whose sorrows 
thou art borne down; whose course, like thine, was watered by tears, 
and, more than thine, moistened by his blood ; who, exalted to the throne 
of Majesty in the heavens, never for a moment takes his pitying eye 
from thee; nor withdraws his sustaining hand ; thou hast God the Son, 
of divine power and glory, for thy friend,—thy friend, whose truth is 

ledged, and whose infinite power can execute his promise, that ‘all 
things shall work together for thy good.’ Believe this, Christian, be- 
lieve it firmly, and what sorrows can overwhelm thee? What trials can 
dismay thee? Through the darkest path of suffering, divine consola- 
tions are shed upon thee, and a divine arm conducts thee. Yet a little 
while, and thy course, which is now clouded, shall terminate in light 
and bliss—thy last enemy, death, shall be overcome.” —TIézd. 


———— 
AID BY GOVERNMENT TO EDUCATION. 
We invite attention to the following article—the same views have 
been expressed by Churchmen and others, in this State, and elsewhere. 
It seems to us to put the matter of State patronage on its proper basis. 


Tue Couiuece or St. James, NEAR Hagerstown, MARYLAND. 


This is the name of the Institution in Maryland, hitherto known as 
St. James’ Hall. It has recently received a charter from the State, ena- 
bling it to exercise all the ordinary collegiate powers. The Trustees, 
nine in number, are all Churchmen resident in Maryland, who form a 
perpetual body, competent to make their own laws and fill their own 
vacancies, so that by this act the Institution is established under the di- 
tection and influence of the Church. 

This is sound and just policy inthe Legislature of Maryland, worthy 
of being followed by the Legislatures of all the States. Education, it is 
admitted on all hands, is a duty of government as a means of promoting 
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the highest welfare of the commonwealth. But experience has shown 
that education, to afford any security for good morals and so a security 
to the State, must be based upon religion, But again, the State with us 
cannot directly support religion, or at least any one of its particular 
forms. It should therefore be glad to do what it can, by protecting and 
supporting the literary institutions of the various Christian denomina- 
tions of the land. The State will thus obtain for itself and its citizens 


the benefit of true and efficient education, and will do its duty by up- 
holding religion without violating the “ rights of conscience” imaginary 
or real. This we have ever contended is the course to be pursued by 
the governments of our country in regard to education and religion. 
Let the several Christian bodies be recognized as the proper ministers 
of education. Let the government give the matter into their hands— 
let it resign it over to them as a business for which, as long as it can 
avow no religion, it is confessedly incompetent. Let it give its funds, 
its academic powers, whatever it has to contribute, to them all alike in 
proportion to the numbers educated in their schools. In this way the 
State would be maintaining religion and yet not interfering with the 
private judgment of any one. We should have a Church establishment 
with no dissenters; for even infidels, should we see the anomaly of 
education founded on unbelief, might come in for their share of patron- 
age. They would not draw very heavily on the general fund. A 
generous competition would ensue, that would do no harm. Who 
should have the best schools and retain the largest number of pupils, 
would be a wholesome strife. In such a rivalry we should have no fear 
for the Church. Her peculiar capabilities for the work of education 
would be developed and acknowledged. In training up enlightened 
and loyal citizens, in doing the State good service, it would be seen 
whether she did not return all the bounty conferred upon her an hun- 
dred fold, and equally, at least, with her sectarian competitors, 

We congratulate the College of St. James, now that it has ali the 
requisite authority for the prosecution and completion of its work. Its 
prospects are encourging. The health of the Rector is greatly improved. 
The corps of instructers is unusually large for so young an institution. 
They have talent and zeal, and some of them considerable experience 
in their duties. A very respectable philosophical apparatus has been 

rocured at the expense of one of their own body, and measures have 
been taken for a regular increase of the library. The buildings and the 
site of the institution are excellent. Episcopalians in Maryland have 
now a fair beginning of a College of their own, which thus far, from a 
fortunate and singular combination of circumstances, has cost them com- 
paratively little. Perhaps a similar establishment was never founded 
at less expense. Let them now do their part in building it up. Let 
them support it with a liberality and patronage worthy of the auspices 
with which it has commenced. Let them appreciate and second the 
disinterested zeal of the Rector and his associates. Let them respond 
to the anxious toil and personal sacrifices bestowed upon it by their 
truly Apostolical Bishop, whose wisdom made it the first labor of his 
Episcopacy, and it must soon become the pride of the Diocese, and a 
well spring of consecrated learning, diffusing its streams over the Church 
at large.—Journal of St. Paul’s College. 
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“ THEen I WOULD FLEE AWAY AND BE AT REST. 


Poetry. 


POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


HYMN. 


9? 


Had I the wings of Noah’s dove, 

I'd fly to yon bright Heav’n above ; 
Leave all these restless scenes of earth, 
And taste the new celestial birth. 


What has the world to charm us so? 
Why cleave our hearts to things below ? 
Is there a bliss without alloy ? 

A bliss which care cannot destroy ? 


Why do we not sigh more for Heav’n? 

And for the joy to angels giv’n? 

Why waste our hopes on dying things, 

And leave the Fount whence rapture springs ? 


I 





MY MOTHER’S BIBLE. 


This book is all that’s left me now! 
Tears will unbidden start ; 

With faltering lip and throbbing brow, 
I press it to my heart. 

For many generations past 
Here is our family tree ; 

My mother’s hands this Bible clasped ; 
She, dying, gave it me. 


Ah! well de F remember those 
Whose names these records bear : 
Who round the hearth-stone used to close 
After the evening prayer, 
And speak of what these pages said, 
In tones my heart would thrill ! 
Though they are with the silent dead, 
Here are they living still! 


My Father read this holy book 
To brother’s, sisters dear ; 
How calm was my poor mother’s look, 
Who leaned God’s word to hear. 
Her angel face—I see it yet ! 
What thronging memories come ! 
Again that little group is met 
Within the halls of home! 


Thou truest friend man ever knew, 
Thy constancy I’ve tried ; 

Where all were false, I found thee true, 
My counsellor and guide. 

The mines of earth no treasures give 
That could this volume buy ; 

In teaching me the way to live, 


It taught me how to die,—Primitive Standard. 





[J uly, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.— That for June, 
was by the Bishop—subject, an exposition of 13th chapter of 1st Co- 
rinthians.. The amount collected was $15. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The “ Spirit of Missions” for June, is as usual instructive and 
interesting—we abridge and extract. 

The Nashotah Mission embraces already 217 communicants, and 
more than 700 individuals. One of the Missionaries in Indiana writes : 
“« Many stations are composed of persons dissatisfied with the denomina- 
tions they had left, but yet who are not definitely fixed in the principles 
of the Church, and who at this time of agitation take sides in the theolo- 
gical disputes on subjects about which they have heard nothing until 
they read them in the date secular papers. The Missionary is thus ex- 

sed to much vexation, and needs all the worldly wisdom he can gather 
from observing the airs of opinionated ignorance and shallow declaim- 
ers, but what is more important, all the tenderness, and patience, and 
meekness he can obtain from following his Divine Master’s example, 
and supplications at the throne of Grace, to enable him to advance that 
cause for which He died.” 

“ At Jubilee College the Church is steadily increasing, both in refer- 
ence to the numbers and in the knowledge and practice of the truths of 
Christianity. Among the younger members of the congregation, and 
especially the students of the College, appear the results of constant 
and daily instruction in things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 

Of the African Mission, a naval officer writes : “ I could scarcely be- 
jieve that these children were of the same race as those that we saw in 
the native villages on our route, and elsewhere on the coast. The Sta- 
tions of the Episcopal Mission number in all about 300 native children. 
These are instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic and geography, and 
of course in the Christian religion. They are taught habits of industry 
and personal neatness. They are clothed at the expense of the Mission, 
with neat and comfortable garments: and the girls are taught to sew, 
and to cut and make dresses.” Many adults have embraced Christiani- 
ty, and some of them are teachers in the schools. At Mobile $250 were 
given for the education of a Chinese boy for the Ministry, and $100 for 
the furtherance of the Mission ; total $350—hy ‘a child of Episcopa- 
lian parents,” no name given. ‘“ They gave in all $782, and a promise 
for the support of six children for ten years, which is $1,500. When 
we remember that this parish had, not six weeks before, given the Do- 
mestic Secretary $670, it certainly presents a case of Christian liberality 
which claims the admiration of the whole Church, and which may be 
held up as a model for imitation.” The amount reported for Domestic 
Missions is $2,330—from South-Carolina $390 ; for Foreign $3,289— 
from South-Carolina $718. 

Georgia.—The 22d Annual Convention of this Diocese was held 
May 2d—4th—present, the Bishop, 11 of the Clergy, and 17 Lay-Dele- 
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gates, representing 11 congregations. There are 20 Clergymen on the 
list. In his address the Bishop says: ‘‘ Our Ministry has been increased 
by the addition of several pious and active Clergymen. Our candidates 
for orders have doubled iu number. Our schools have advanced in pros- 
perity and efficiency. ‘Three Churches have been consecrated within 
the year, and two others are nearly ready for the same interesting office 
and to crown the whole, points are opening before me, more than I can 
visit or supply.” * * ‘ The prosperity of these schools (at Montpe- 
lier,) calls for devout thankfulness on our part, to Almighty God. We 
have had during the past yearwan average of eighty children under our 
charge, and had not our limit of fifty pupils to each school been strictly 
adhered to, we might have received, such has been the constant applica- 
tion for places in the girls school, fifty more. But we shall not depart 
from the determination with which we set out, never to receive in one 
school more than fifty scholars; for we believe it to be the only method 
of uniting the family system with that of the public school. It is neither 
numbers, nor profit, nor popularity which we seek. Our desire is to 
give a finished education upon strictly religious principles; and every 
thing else will be sacrificed to that object, But it becomes under exist- 
ing circumstances, a question well deserving the consideration of the 
Church, whether we should not be enabled to put another school for 
giils into operation.” * * ‘The points of our system which need 
watching and guarding most carefully are our several Theological Sem- 
inaries and our general Convention. Our Trustees in the one, and our 
Delegates in the other, must meet the only questions whose determina- 
tion can affectthe Church. Let them ask for the old paths and deter- 
mine to walk therein, and the Church will rise from the roaring surges 
which are breaking over her, as does the rock, which buried for a mo- 
ment, yet stands as unmovable as the foundations of the everlasting 
hills.’ * * “The Church has just opened before us a missionary 
field, a large and a melancholy field, one to which Georgia especially 
owes aheavy debt. The ancient people of this land, those whose hunt- 
ing grounds stretched over the beautiful hills and the rich vallies of our 
own State—whose warm welcome was the first greeting which our fore- 
fathers received in this western world, have been taken into the hearts 
of Churchmen, and their own special committee has determined, with 
the consent of the Church and the help of God, to give them a com- 
plete ecclesiastical organization. I pray you let us give a hearty response 
to this appeal, a response not only of approval, but of earnest co-opera- 
tion. There is no work in which as Georgians, we could more appro- 
priately engage than this—no mission that we could take hold of with 
more singular propriety.” 

Virginia.—The Convention of this Diocese for 1844, met May 15th- 
18th—present, the Bishop and his Assistant, 37 of the Clergy, and 37 
Lay-Delegates. There are on the list of Clergy 2 Bishops, 96 Presby- 
ters or Deacons, and of Candidates for Orders 15. In their report 
on the State of the Church, the Committee say : “No Church, howe- 
ver pure, can long bear the weight of a ministry ‘ destitute of the 
truth, and supposing that gain is godliness.’” Of this we have a warning 


voice from Rome on the one hand, and from Geneva on the other. 
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Michigan.—In this Diocese, the 10th Annual Convéhtion was held 
May 30th and 3lst—present, the Bishop, 15 of the Clergy, and Lay- 
Delegates representing 10 parishes. Respecting the Mission to the 
Indians, it was “ Resolved, That this Convention deeply deplore the 
existence of the difficulty to the proposed scheme, (the Indian Mission,) 
arising as they conceive from pecuniary inability ; and would very much 
rejoice to learn, that the liberality of our Christian brethren was com- 
mensurate with the wants not only of the members of our own house- 
hold of faith, perishing for lack of spiritual food, at our very doors, but 
with the wants of the whole world.” In his address the Bishop said: 
“The condition of the Diocese is such as to cheer and comfort us. We 
have passed through several years of unparalleled pecuniary embarrass- 
ment, and have had to contend against a combined effort tu destroy the 
Church. But God has blessed us, and our increase has been steady, the 
result of no temporary excitements, but only the effect of a faithful ex- 
hibition of the gospel of Christ, in connexion with the distinctive princi- 
ples of his Church.” * * “And I record the fact with the more 

leasure at a time like the present, when the most untiring and combined 
efforts have been made to weaken, and, if possible, destroy the peace 
and prosperity of the Church of Christ. The pressure without has only 
tended to give greater compactness to the body within, and by the aid of 
the Great Head, we have been enabled to move forward, exhibiting her 
beauties and excellencies, and her adapteduess to the wants of her chil- 
dren, and also the inducements she presents for those who have wan- 
dered away from her fold, to return and partake of her steady and 
never failing comforts. We bless God for these results. Next to this 
we owe it to the prudence, zeal, patience and devotion of the Clergy 
and Laity of this Diocese. The former have been satisfied with the 
Holy Scriptures as their only rule of faith, and primitive antiquity as 
the best interpreter of that rule, and have paid little heed to the whims 
and caprices of those who under the specious name of religious free- 
dom, have endeavored to undermine the great foundations of our faith, 
and bring upon us the distractions and dissensions which eventually 
follow the unregulated exercise of what is called private judgment. 
Hence the gospel has been exhibited as ‘the Church has received the 
same,’ and as most happily condensed in all its essential features in her 
articles and liturgy.” * * “Jn reference to the requirements of the 
Church it has also been my happiness to witness an increasing interest 
felt for their most scrupulous observance. Perhaps there are few Dio- 
ceses to be found where there is less mutilation of the services, and a 
more conscientious observance of those solemn vows which are imposed 
upon us from the commencement of our ministerial life. It is to this, 
under the blessing of God, I attribute our prosperity ; for I have never 
known any permanent blessing to rest upon a Church or a Diocese, 
where these solemn vows have been disregarded. 


The Reformed Catholic Church at Rome—The Bishop of Gibraltar 
recently confirmed at Rome forthy-three persons. No person is allowed 
to preach to the English, unless he promises not to say one word on the 
subject of Popery.— Church Intelligencer. 
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Perversions.—The English Churchman reports as having joined the 
Romish Communion, 5 Clergymen and 7 Laymen, and 4 Lay-women, 
and as having joined various other sects, 25 Clergymen and 8 Laymen. 


- —_- 


Slander Refuted—The Society, July 7th,'1843, invites the attention 
of its friends to the following extracts from the recently published 
charge of the Bishop of Madras :— 

‘So much misrepresentation has been circulated lately against the 
Reverend Missionaries of the Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts, located in the different Colonial Dioceses, of which 
those resident in my own have not, I fear, been without their portion, 
that I feel it my duty to this vast Missionary Diocese, over which it has 
pleased Providence to call me to preside, to endeavor to repel it. We 
read from time to time, as the monthly mails arrive from England, dark 
hints of strange doings in the East, of a lingering after customs, if not 
of their open assumption, which savour of the worst follies of Roman- 
ism, and of a leaning towards some of its pernicious doctrines; in a 
word, of a taint of semi-popery plainly to be detected here, as else- 
where, among the missionaries of the venerable Society. It is due, 
then, from me to my brethren who are laboring for Christ in my Dio- 
cese, publicly to declare my firm persuasion, that not one missionary 
supported here, either by the Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts, or by the Church Missionary Society, is not simply 
and soberly a faithful uncompromising Clergyman of the Church of 
England, and that I could not wish for better men. The Missionary 
Church of this Diocese is equally pure from extravagance and latitudi- 
narianism ; and I know not a single missionary in the employ of either 
Society who would shrink from the avowal, and who does not act upon 
the principle, that as it is his duty, so it is also his determination ‘ always 
so to minister the doctrine and sacraments and discipline of Christ as 
the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church and realm hath received 
the same, according to the commandment of God.’ The harmony that 
prevails among the Clergy of the two Societies is indeed a cheering 
sight ‘in a strange land;’ God has joined them here together, in one 
heart and one mind for our work, and let not man strive to put them 
asunder. Solemnly, then, do I protest against such insinuations as those 
to which I refer, as most injurious to the cause of evangelical truth, and 
to the winning of countless souls to Christ. Weaken materially the 
resources of either of our Church Societies, and you stop the growth 
of the Gospel in every quarter of the Globe.”—JIrish Eccle. Journal. 

Confirmation.—Luther, the great reformer, as is well known, retained 
Confirmation, and this rite is still practised by that large body of Pro- 
testants, called Lutherans, at the present day. 

Calvin also says, (Cal. Inst. B, iv.) ‘‘ It was an ancient custom in the 
Church, for the children of Christians, after they were come to years of 
discretion, to be presented to the Bishop, in order to fulfil that duty which 
we required of adults who offered themselves to baptism. For such 
persons were placed among the catechumens, till, being duly instructed 
in the mysteries of Christianity, they were enabled to make a confes- 
sion of their faith befere the Bishop and all the people. * * That 
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this exercise, which deserved to be regarded as solemn and sacred, 
might have the greater dignity and reverence, they also practised the 
cereomy of “imposition of hands.” 

A distinguished Congregational writer of the last century, of our 
own country used the following language : ‘‘ The confession of the name 
of Christ, is, after all, very lame, and will de so till the discipline which 
Christ hath ordained be restored, and the rite of Confirmation, be re- 
covered to its first use and solemnity. * * This is no novelty, innova- 
vation, or unnecessary solemnity, as some call every thing which does 
not agree with the custom of their country or Church, but it is an imi- 
tation of the ancient and apostolical order, aud an establishment al- 
together suited to the nature of the Christian religion.” — Utica Gospel 
Messenger. 


Talk, Talk about Religion—Think of the Cross (says Newman,) 
when you rise and when you lie down, when you go out and when you 
come in, when you eat, and when you walk, and when you converse, 
when you buy and when you sell; when you labor and when you rest, 
consecrating and sealing all your doings with this one mental action, the 
thought of the crucified. Do not talk of 2¢ to others ; be silent, like the 
penitent woman, who showed her love in deep subdued acts. She 
*‘ stood at his feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet 
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed 
His feet, and anointed them with the ointment.”” And Christ said of 
her, “ Her sins, which are many, are forgiven her, for she loved much ; 
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” (Luke vii. 38, 47.) 

A correspondent (S.) of the Churchman, thus writes :—“ Silence 
seems a true and real encouragement to such (holy) feelings ; and talk- 
ing of them most injurious to their uses and their growth. And, indeed, 
in life all true and tender feeling is silent. ‘The coarser and more vio- 
lent emotions, then, are the only ones that seek vent in words. The 
best and purest feelings and affections,—in them all, the saying of the 
old poet is true, that ‘ silence is the floodgate of the deeper heart.’ And 
words, even when we most powerfully try to unfold them to our brethren, 
ever babble and stammer in the attempt. I have seen that a perpetual 
attempt of dissenters is to speak forth these feelings. Thereby they 
think to kindle them in others. They are led to look upon this as the 
purpose for which they are given ; hence they do not wish to leave such 
thoughts unexpressed and unrevealed. I do consider the attempt nuga- 
tory and little less than a profanation ; about as unsuitable a course of 
conduct as if a wife were perpetually in all companies to declare in the 
most fervid language how ardently she loved her husband, or a child his 
parent. Nature says in such a case, ‘praise Aim as much as you wish, 
but say nothing of the fervor of your affections, else you praise yourself 
asmuch.’ So seems it to me with regard to God and our feelings 
towards Him. If we have such feelings, in God’s name let us rejoice 
in them, and let them show themselves in action ; but why open and dis- 
play, or seem to display them to every chance customer whose heart is 
as unknown to us as ours to him ? I have seen at the Holy Communion, 
at Baptism and Confirmation, men and women, no excitable or brawling 
enthusiasts, but true and sober-minded Christians, overpowered and 
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weeping. And I have ever taken notice that those around them recog- 
nized the sanctity of such emotion, and the privilege it has of silence. 
I have seen, too, the value of ‘ silent emotion” that is followed by no 
exhaustion, no enfeeblement of body or of soul, but gives increased 
energy of action and power of purpose,—such power and energy as 
never is given by any feeling raised by words, and venting itself in the 
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Strong Consolation, or, Three Letters to a Friend in Spiritual Dejec- 
tion, with an Introduction. By Tuomas J. Youne, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, John’s Island. Charteston, i844. Burgess & James, No. 6 
Broad-st.— The object of this little work “ is to magnify the free grace 
of God in Christ Jesus,” to show “that there is free and full favor to 
the most unworthy.” Some “ Christians are unwilling to receive Christ 
as their Saviour, but see so much sin in their hearts, so much imperfec- 
tion in their best services; are sensible of so much coldness and want of 
devotion in the use of the appointed means of grace ; come so far short 
of that perfection to which they are taught by the Spirit to aspire—that 
they are filled with fears, and scarcely allow themselves to hope. Such 
doubts and fears are happily met by this little volume, in which these are 
the leading truths—zhilst the sinner looks only at himself, there is and can 
be no hope. Whilst he keeps ihe eye of faith fixed upon Christ, there rs 
‘strong consolation’ and joy.”’—Introduction, P.iv. For sale at A. E. 


Miller’s, No. 4 Broad-st. 


Preaching —The public reading of Holy Scripture in the Church is 
properly called preaching, on the authority not only of Hooker and 
other prominent Theologians, but of the inspired Apostle. In Acts xv. 
21, St. Paul says: ‘“‘ Moses hath them that preach him, being read in the 


Synagogues every Sabbath day, 


Baptismal Regeneration—“ Baptism is a Sacrament of the New Tes- 
tament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn admission of 
the party baptised into the visible Church, but also to be unto him a 
sign and seal of the covenant of grace; of his ingrafting into Christ, of 
regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God through 
Jesus Christ to walk in newness of life.’— West. Confession of Faith, 
chap. xxvii, Sec. 1. 
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P. E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
The Treasurer reports Miss Mary Jane Fraser as a life member, paying $50. 
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ERRATUM. 
Page 115, line 7 from end, erase “ fury.” 
$i 
CALENDAR FOR JULY. 
7. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 25. St. James the Apostle. - 
14. Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 28. Eight Sunday after Trinity. 


21. Seventh Sunday efter Trinity. 




















STRONG CONSOLATION, 


Or, Three Letters to a Friend in Spiritual Dejection, with an Introduction. By Thomas 


J. Young, Rector of St. John’s Church, John’s Island. 


For sale by A. E. MILLER, -No. 4 Broad-st. 


MANT AND D’OYLEY’S BIBLE. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 








NEW BOOKS. 


The Christian Instructed in the ways of the Gospel and the Church, by the Rey. J. A. 
Spencer, A: M. 

The Catholic Church in England and America, by Rev. John D. Ogilby, D. D. 

The Strife of Brothers, a Poem, in two parts, with notes. 

Newman’s Sermons; Bradley’s Sermons; Blunt’s: Sermons. 

Church Clavering, or the Schoolmaster, by the Rev. W. Gresley. 

The English Reformation, by Rev. F. C. Massingberd. 

Palmer’s Letters to Wiseman, on the Doctrine of Indulgencies, in tract form. 

Proverbial Philosophy, by M. F. Tupper, Esq., M. A. Oxford. 

The Definition of Faith, and Canons of Discipline of ihe Six Gcuminical Councils; with 
those of the Church of England and the P. E, Church in the United States. 

And a new work entitled, “ The Sailor’s and Soldier’s Manual of Devotion,’’ by Rev. Wm. 
Berrian, D. D. For sale by A. E. MILLER. 





BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 


Notes on the Episcopal Polity of the Holy Catholic Church, with some account of the De- 
velopment of Modern Religious Systems; by Thomas W. Marshall, B. A. Edited by the 
Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, D.D., 1 vol. 12mo. Price $1 25. 

ay bearing on subjects of the day; by John Henry Newman, B, D., 1 vol. 12mo. 
Price $1 25. 

Bradley’s Sermons, preached at Glasbury, Brecknockshire, and in St. James’ Chapel, 
Clapham, Surrey. Ist American from the 7th English Edition. Price $1 25. 

Posthumous Sermons, by the Rev. Henry Blunt, A. M., late Rector of Streatham. Ist 
American Edition. Price 624. 

Kip’s Lenten Fast; do. Double Witness; Buel on the Apostolical System of the Church ; 
Gresley’s English Churchman ; Sutton’s Learn to Die; Spinckes’ Manual of Devotion; Tay- 
lor’s Golden Grove ; Rectory of Valehead; Bishop Hopkins’ Four Letters; Onderdonk’s 
Sermon, entitled the Church—the Faith—Tradition. 

ALSO, 
From the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
The Early Called; and the Juvenile Repository, two New Library Books; and he keeps a 


supply of Books for the use of Sunday Schools, from the publishers in New-York. 
A. E. MILLER. 





— 


NEW BOOKS. 


Cotterill’s Family Prayers, chiefly derived from the language of Scriptures, and the Liturgy 
of the Church of England. Carefully revised by W. W. Spear, Rector of St. Luke’s, Phil- 
adelphia, late of St. Michael’s, Charleston. 

Jackson, Sanderson and Cosin, on the Church. Edited with introductory remarks, by Wm. 
Goode, M. A. 

Village Dialogues, between Farmer Littleworth, Thos. Newman, Rev. Mr. Lovegood and 
others. By Rev. Rowland Hill, A..M.; from the Ist London edition, in 2 volumes. 

The School Girl in France; containing a variety of interesting Stories. 

Thoughts on Peace, for the Christian Sufferer. 

Thoughts on Immersion; or the modes of Administering the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, 
&. By Wm.H. Odenheimer, A. M. Rector of St. Peter’s, Philadelphia. 

BF or the Attractive Powers of the Cross. Translated from the German, by Eliza Maria 

oy' ° 

An Apology for the Apostolic Order and its Advocates, in a series of Letters addressed to 
the Rev. John M. Mason, D.D.; by the Rev. John H. Hobart, an Assistant Minister of Trinity 
Church. Second Edition, with Notes and an Index. Edited by Bishop L. S. Ives, of North- 
Carolina. A. E. MILLER. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 








Amount brought forward received, for Mrs. W. S. Elliott, 3 00 

Vol. XXI. $111 00} Mr. Edward Lowndes, 3 00 

1842 and 1843. Mrs. E. Horry, 3 00 

Dr. Wm. Allston, 6 00 | Mrs. Wm. M. Smith, 3 00 

1843. Mrs. Ann Heyward Manigault, 3 00 

Mrs. Dr. A. E. Gadsden, 3 00 | Rev. P. T. Gervais, 3 00 

1843 and 1844, Mr. Charles Allston, 3 06 

Mr. Francis M. Weston. 6 00} Mr. Charles M‘Kinney, 3 00 

1844. Mrs. Sarah R. Simmons, 3 00 

Mr. Joseph W. Faber, 3 00} Mrs. E. C. Ball, 3 00 

Mr. Joel R. Poinsett, 3 00 | Mrs. Charles Faber, 3 00 

Mrs. Joseph Manigault, 3 00 | Rev. R. D. Shindler, 3 00 

Mrs. H. Edwards, 3 00 | Mr. B. D. Heriot, 3 00 

Mr. Robert Martin, 3 00 | Miss Jane Pinckney, 3 00 
Mr. Daniel Huger, 3 00 

Mrs. Ancrum 3 00 $189 00 























Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South Caro- 
lina—T'reasurer, Thomas Gadsden, Esq., oflice St. Michael’s Alley, next door to 
Church-st.; Library in Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 12 to 2 0’clock. Annual subseripiion $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Esq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Bali, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 





The Rector of each parish in the country is respectfully requested to act as Agents in 
procuring subscribers for the Gospel Messenger, and also the following Laymen in the vacant 
parishes. A copy willbe sent to each Agent. 

South Santee Ferry.—Dr. F. Corpes. 

Christ Church.—Joun HaMiin. 

St. James’, Goose Creek.—W. W. AncrvUmM. 

Prince Frederick’s.—J. H. Attston, Georgetown. 

Atken.—J. F. Scumipt. 

Bradford Springs.—Tuomas PorcHER. 

Landsford, Chester District -—R. 8. SEELEY. 


THE BOOK OF HOMILIES. 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BISHOPS, 


Certain Sermons or Homilies appointed to be read in Churches in the time of Queen 
E:hzabeth; to which are added the Constitutions and Canons of the Church of England, as 
set forth in the year 1603: with an Appendix containing the Articles of Religion, Constitu- 
tion and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 

Just published and for sale by A. E. MILLER. 


CHURCHMAN’S LIBRAY. 


A series of publications original, and from the English press, in monthly numbers of 56 
octavo pages, on fine paper. Mail subscribers, $2 00, or six copies to one address, $10 00, 
inclosed free of postage to the publisher, in advance. Post Masters are authorized to frank 
remittances for periodicals. The following works will be embraced in the series: St. Atho- 
line, or Old Churches and New, by Paget. Bowden’s Life and Pontificate of Gregory VII. 
Lives of Eminent English Laymen, by Teale. The Great Necessity and Advantage of Pub- 
lic Prayer and Frequent Communion, by Bishop Beveridge. Manning’s Sermons. Lie ot 
Wilberforce, by his Sons, abridged. Travels in the East, by Rev. H. Formby. Southey’s 
Book of the Church. Williams on the Passion. Newman’s History of Arianism. Wil- 
liams on the Study of the Gospels, &c. The sixth number is now out, containing in parts, 
‘““hristian Morals, by Sewell. J. R. DUNHAM. 

Subseriptions received by A. E, MILver. 














